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Howrah: Students of a col-
lege im Howrah have been
canying bags full of books
in the areas around theih' in-
stitution to initiate children
into reading, an opportunity
that the pandemichas
snatched away firom

many of them.

The books are for
primary and middle school
children who are mostly
first generation school
goers. The long absence firom
school because of the
pandemic has resulted in
some of them forgetting
how to read, a college
teacher said.

The students of Deeliyat
Muallima College in
Santragachhihave been
organising these book-
reading sessions for a
couple of howrs once
every week.
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Thestudentsguide the
children to read because if
left alone the exercise would
invol ve browsing thnough
the pagesonly.

The longabsence firom
school and an environment
at home that does not initiate
them into studies has
created these learning gaps.

The parents of most of
these children are tailors
who are busy making ends
meet and neither can spend
the time nor have the ability
to teach thehr kids.

“We can understand that
they are finding it hard to
read. Many of them cannot
read full sentences,” said
Resma Sardar, a student of
the college.

Resma sald when asked if
they read at home, some of
them responded as to who
would teach them.

The pandemic has also
detached themfrombooks

Children at a book-reading session in Santragachhi

Bags of books for kids
to read once again

and got them addicted to
games on the mobile phones.

“But they are childiren
and when they see new
books they pick themup.
There is an interest. They
are constantly asking us to
read with them,” said
Saidar.

The college is also asking
writers or people to read
stories to them and o1ganise
story-telling sessions. “‘We
cannot make them experts in
one day but at least we can
make an effort and show
them the right path,” said S.
K. Mwrsalin, the executive
director of the college.

“The environment
that we t1'y to create Is one
where they would want to
come and at least being
present there might bring
back their interest in books,”
he added.
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